The following information is provided as a service by the Employment Readiness Center (ERC) of Army Community Service (ACS).  Clients and readers are responsible for making their decisions on actions to take.  From time to time, articles with topics of career development, personal finances, or consumer affairs could be of great interest to the extended Arsenal community.

The information presented below is neither an endorsement nor any sort of recommendation.  The information is provided only for educating readers in order to broaden their knowledge of options that may be available.  For this educational purpose, the following information is provided.

Military Spouses: Free Training Opportunity in the Personal Finance Profession Applications Now Accepted for Fellowships to become an Accredited Financial Counselor® S: April 15, 2010
ALEXANDRIA, VA March 3, 2010 – The FINRA Investor Education Foundation together with the National Military Family Association and The Association for Financial Counseling and Planning Education® (AFCPE®) are pleased to announce that the application period for the FINRA Foundation Military Spouse Accredited Financial Counselor® Fellowship is now open. This program will provide up to 200 military spouses with the education necessary to enter the financial counseling career field. 

The fellowship covers the costs associated with completing Accredited Financial Counselor® (AFC®) training and tests. Upon successful completion of the program and required practicum, the participant will be awarded the Accredited Financial Counselor® designation from AFCPE®. 

Current or surviving spouses of any service member of the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, Coast Guard, and the Commissioned Corps of the Public Health Service and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (active duty, National Guard and Reserve, or retirees) are eligible for this program. Military spouses with interest or experience in financial education are encouraged to apply. At this time however, spouses who are current employees of the United States government or are employed by government contractors, are in the military, or who currently hold active securities licenses are not eligible for the program.

Many employers such as credit unions, financial aid offices, and community housing agencies need well-trained, ethical, and caring financial counselors to meet the increasing demand for financial counseling services. Military spouses can fill this need while building a rewarding career that is flexible to the demands of the military family lifestyle. This is a distance learning program and participants will receive all of the course materials by mail and are able to study at their own pace.

Applications are only accepted online at www.MilitaryFamily.org/fellowship <http://support.militaryfamily.org/site/R?i=2fqB1KpdYSisSGn6ku86ZA..>  and must be received by midnight EDT April 15, 2010.

About the National Military Family Association Military families serve our country with pride, honor, and quiet dedication. The National Military Family Association is the leading nonprofit organization committed to strengthening and protecting the families of the men and women currently serving, retired, wounded or fallen. We provide families of the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, Coast Guard, and Commissioned Corps of the USPHS and NOAA with information, work to get them the benefits they deserve, and

offer programs that improve their lives. Our 40 years of service and accomplishments have made us a trusted resource for military families and the Nation's leaders. To learn more, visit www.MilitaryFamily.org <http://support.militaryfamily.org/site/R?i=FXtT6BpywEEyzqLm3IEbwg..> .

About the FINRA Investor Education Foundation The FINRA Investor Education Foundation is the largest foundation in the United States dedicated to investor education. Its mission is to provide investors with high-quality, easily accessible information and tools to better understand the markets and the basic principles of saving and investing. In 2006, the Foundation launched a multifaceted program to expand the saving and investing knowledge of military service members and their spouses, including a free, unbiased resource, www.SaveAndInvest.org
<http://support.militaryfamily.org/site/R?i=mtkObtvZOl50QHNFLxiNzQ..> . A

proud partner in the Department of Defense Financial Readiness Campaign, the Foundation also presents financial education forums at military installations worldwide. 

About AFCPE®

The Association for Financial Counseling and Planning Education® (AFCPE®) provides professional development experiences for financial educators, practitioners and researchers to improve the economic well-being of individuals and families worldwide. The Association’s vision is to be internationally recognized as the leading provider of professional development opportunities. Visit www.afcpe.org
<http://support.militaryfamily.org/site/R?i=-ZQ78DI9SIZMQV-mtixFzA..>  for

more information.

 [Note: one military spouse has started their AFCPE certification at Rock Island Arsenal’s Financial Readiness program from last year’s ad.  If you desire information, perhaps this person can also provide to you more insights on the program.]
The Employment and financial Readiness Center of Rock Island Arsenal’s (RIA) Army Community Service (ACS) is located in building 110, 1st floor, southeast wing.  If additional information or assistance is desired, call (309) 782-0815 or email:
ROCK-ACS@conus.army.mil.  Military and civilian personnel are gently reminded to account for their duty time with their supervisors.

See www.riamwr.com/acsnew.htm 
