The provided information is a service by the Financial Readiness Center (FRC) of Army Community Service (ACS).  Clients and readers are responsible for making their own decisions on actions to take.  From time to time, information with topics of career development, personal finances, or consumer affairs could be of great interest to the extended Arsenal community.

The information presented below is neither an endorsement nor any sort of recommendation.  This information is not intended to replace the advice of a qualified attorney, tax adviser, financial adviser, or insurance agent.  The provided information does not endorse an organization nor make guarantees.  The provided information is not a recommendation; clients are responsible for making up their own decisions.  This information should not be considered an exclusion of other reputable, professional organizations, products or services.  Before making any financial commitment, consult the appropriate professional adviser.  The information is provided only for educating readers in order to broaden their knowledge of options that may be available.  For this educational purpose, the following information is provided.  

President Signs Military Spouses Residency Relief Act 
 http://www.journalofaccountancy.com/Web/20092342.htm 
Nov. 15, 2009 

President Barack Obama signed into law the Military Spouses Residency Relief Act (PL 111-97), which will ensure that the spouses of military personnel who move because their spouse is posted for military duty will be treated as not having changed residency for tax purposes.

Under the act, the fact that a military spouse is present in or absent from a jurisdiction in the United States will not affect that spouse’s residence or domicile for tax purposes, as long as that presence in (or absence from) the jurisdiction is due to the service member’s compliance with military orders. In addition, any income the military spouse earns in a jurisdiction will not be treated as income from services performed or sources within that jurisdiction if that spouse is not treated as a resident of the jurisdiction under the act. 

The act conforms the treatment of military spouses to the treatment accorded military personnel under the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act (SCRA). Congress was concerned that in certain cases, military personnel were losing the benefits of the SCRA where they held property in joint title with their spouses. For example, where the family car was not titled in the service member’s name only, some states were collecting personal property tax on that car. In addition, military families were subject to return filing complications when the service member retained residency in the home state, but the spouse was treated as a resident of the new state.

The act also accords similar treatment to military spouses for voting and certain land rights residency requirements.

The act is effective for any state or local tax return filed for any tax year beginning with the tax year that includes the date Nov. 11, 2009.

The Financial Readiness Center (FRC) of Rock Island Arsenal’s (RIA) Army Community Service (ACS) is located in building 110, 1st floor, southeast wing.  If additional information or assistance is desired, call (309) 782-0815 or email:
ROCK-ACS@conus.army.mil .  Military and civilian personnel are gently reminded to account for their duty time with their supervisors.

See www.riamwr.com/acsnew.htm 
