The following information is provided as a service by the Employment Readiness Center (ERC) of Army Community Service (ACS).  Clients and readers are responsible for making their decisions on actions to take.  From time to time, articles with topics of career development, personal finances, or consumer affairs could be of great interest to the extended Arsenal community.

The information presented below is neither an endorsement nor any sort of recommendation.  The information is provided only for educating readers in order to broaden their knowledge of options that may be available.  For this educational purpose, the following information is provided.

AER SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMS 2009 –  For Army Dependent Children and Spouses

Listed here are three types of scholarships for Children and Spouses.

1.  The MG James Ursano Scholarship Program is for dependent children of Active, Retired and Deceased Soldiers. The MG James Ursano Scholarship Program offers scholarships based on financial need, academics and leadership/achievement.

To be eligible, applicants must maintain a cumulative GPA of a 2.0 on a 4.0 grading scale; be full time undergraduate students for the entire academic year at a school accredited by the U.S. Department of Education; and be dependents of a Soldier on federal active duty, a retiree, or a deceased active or retired Soldier.  To be a dependent you must be under the age of 23, registered in DEERS and unmarried for the entire academic year.

The 2009-2010 MG James Ursano Scholarship Program Application will be available on our (AER) web site, www.aerhq.org after December 1, 2008 and will be due on March 2, 2009.  Hardcopy applications may be requested by contacting Mrs. Kasey Phillips at 703-428-0035, kasey@aerhq.org or by mail to: HQ, Army Emergency Relief, MG James Ursano Scholarship Program, 200 Stovall Street, Alexandria, VA 22332-0600.

2.  The Stateside Spouse Education Assistance Program (SSEAP) is a need-based education assistance program designed to provide spouses of active duty and retired Soldiers, and widows(ers) of Soldiers who died either on active duty or in a retired status, and residing in the United States, with financial assistance in pursuing educational goals. The purpose of the program is to assist spouses/widows(ers) in gaining the education required to allow them to qualify for increased occupational opportunities.

To be eligible, applicants must maintain a cumulative GPA of a 2.0 on a 4.0 grading scale; be full time undergraduate students for the entire academic year at a school accredited by the U.S. Department of Education; and be dependents of a Soldier on federal active duty, a retiree, or a deceased active or retired Soldier.  To be a dependent you must be registered in DEERS.

The 2009-2010 Stateside Spouse Education Assistance Program Application will be available on our (AER) web site, www.aerhq.org after December 1, 2008 and will be due on March 2, 2009. Hardcopy applications may be requested by contacting Mrs. Diann Evans at 703-325-2091, diann@aerhq.org or by mail to: HQ, Army Emergency Relief, Stateside Spouse Education Assistance Program, 200 Stovall Street, Alexandria, VA 22332-0600.

The 2009-2010 Student Aid Report (SAR) is needed for both the MG James Ursano Scholarship Program and the Stateside Spouse Education Assistance Program. The process to obtain the SAR is started by submitting the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). After analyzing the data on the FAFSA, the Student Aid Report (SAR) is produced and sent to the applicant.  Since AER is not an education institution, we will not receive a copy of the SAR unless the applicant mails us a copy after they receive their copy.

3.  The Overseas Spouse Education Assistance Program (OSEAP) is a need-based education assistance program designed to provide spouses, residing with active duty Soldier’s in an Overseas Command only, with financial assistance in pursuing educational goals. The purpose of the program is to assist spouses in gaining the education required to allow them to qualify for increased occupational opportunities.

To be eligible, applicants must maintain a cumulative GPA of a 2.0 on a 4.0 grading scale; be an undergraduate student at a school accredited by the U.S. Department of Education; be dependents of a Soldier on federal active duty and reside with active duty Soldier in an Overseas Command. To be a dependent you must be registered in DEERS.
The 2008-2009 Overseas Spouse Education Assistance Program Application is now available on our (AER) web site, www.aerhq.org. Spouses must renew every Term. The deadline for each Term application, renewal form and/or supporting documents to AER for AY 2008-2009 is:


Term 1
=    July 21, 2008


Term 2
=
September 29, 2008


Term 3
=
December 22, 2008


Term 4
=
March 2, 2009


Term 5
=
May 11, 2009

Hardcopy applications may be requested by contacting Ms. Kristin Chapman at 703-325-0313, Kristin@aerhq.org or by mail to: HQ, Army Emergency Relief, Overseas Spouse Education Assistance Program, 200 Stovall Street, Alexandria, VA 22332-0600.

The Employment Readiness Center (ERC) of Rock Island Arsenal’s (RIA) Army Community Service (ACS) is located in building 110, 1st floor, southeast wing.  If additional information or assistance is desired, call (309) 782-0815 or email:
ROCK-ACS@conus.army.mil.  Military and civilian personnel are gently reminded to account for their duty time with their supervisors.

See www.riamwr.com/acsnew.htm 
